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The McLean Art Society, originally named The McLean Art Club, was 

founded in 1956 by local artists interested in supporting art and 

encouraging and facilitating its expression. Toward that endeavor the 

organization has sponsored juried shows at local sites including The 

McLean Community Center where they meet monthly, Green Springs, River 

Bend Park, the annual McLean Art Fair, and by invitation at private venues. 

Previous exhibits have also been held at The Children’s National Medical 

Center with 20% of sales returning to the facility, early on at the Tyson’s 

Development Authority, the Packard Center and Abbott Galleries, the 

Dolley Madison Library and many others. There is also a teaching 

component with well known artists employed to demonstrate techniques 

at monthly meetings. Guests are always welcome! The membership 

includes many artists who are award winners in local art shows and have 

been juried into the Virginia Watercolor Society Show and some who have 

achieved National recognition with further participation and awards. 

 

We also sponsor a McLean Art Society internet site, and send local papers 

meeting and special exhibit information. The last two years Connection 

Newspapers had featured articles on our art shows at Walker Chapel in 

Arlington. 
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Renee Alberts 

Renee Alberts, is a graduate of Queens College where she 

studied watercolor painting with Barse Miller and took 

classes at The Brooklyn Museum Art School with Gregorio 

Prespatino. She is a frequent exhibiter in Juried shows 

and has won awards including a first prize at Green 

Springs. She has been featured in Elan Magazine, and 

received the Faucett Okie Award from Rehoboth Art 

League. In 2013 she was a selected artist for “Panda 

Mania”. Recently, her painting “Pacific Grove” won 

Honorable Mention. “Valentine’s Day” was juried into the 

Walker Chapel Show, and “Summer Sunflowers” Is a 

recent painting. 

Ken Beerbohm 

I was born and raised in Neihart, Montana. After a career 
working in modeling with plastic, I  started carving pieces 
from wood during the spare time I could find. A few 
years later, I started sculpting with clay. In 2007 I started 
to pursue my real calling. I began working with 
traditional clay pieces, then turned to a 2-part epoxy clay 
mixed with wood, wire mesh, steel rods and foam. This 
opened up new dimensions and many odd creatures 
were born.  

I feel fortunate to have the time, and honored to share 

my works with whomever may enjoy them. 



Jane McElvany Coonce 

Jane McElvany Coonce has been in the art field for over 35 years. 

She works in acrylic, oil , pastel and in terra cotta. Her works are 

held by private collectors, and her corporate collectors include the 

National Institute of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, the 

International Country Club of Fairfax, Virginia, Georgetown 

University, and the Rickover Naval Academy. She has won numerous 

awards for both her paintings and her sculptures, including first prize at 

the International Miniature Society of Washington, D.C. in 2000 and first 

prize in the plein air competition of Kensington in 2005.  Her work is 

represented by The Kevin Butler Gallery in Martha’s Vineyard, MA and in 

West Hampton, N.Y, Aerie Art Gallery in Rehoboth, DE, and the Arlington 

Arts Gallery in Arlington, VA. 

She has been an art instructor for Arlington County Adult Education since 1980. She 

presently teaches at Wilson School in Arlington. She was the founder and president for 9 

years of the Arlington Artists Alliance and is the former vice president of the Miniature 

Society of Painters, Sculptors, and Gravers of Washington, D.C., former 1st Vice President 

of The Art League board at the Torpedo Factory in Alexandria, VA, and former President of 

the McLean Art Society. Presently, she is the Vice President of the Arlington Artists 

Alliance and the Executive Director of the Northern Virginia Art Center. She is a member of 

the Potomac Valley Watercolorists and is an Associate Member of the Oil Painters of 

Larry Danforth 

Larry Danforth is one of our new artists and has shown and interest  in a variety of 

subjects from copies of Masters to fantasy to landscapes.  In addition to his 

painting, he is the webmaster of the society’s website and editor of its 

monthly newsletter. 
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Hanna Emrich 

After representational oil painting for 37 years, I 

switched to abstract expressionism in mixed media and 

collage.   The pieces in my work create rhythms and 

relationships that take on a life of their own. The tactile techniques to 

shape and lay down the pieces are spontaneous and endlessly satisfying. 

Rather than controlling a painting medium, I now interact with 

my materials and let them lead me.   Most often, I address 

inspirations taken from nature or music to break down the 

familiar and express my artistic vision.  

I have studied with Marise Riddell, Sharon Fishel, Leslie Exton 

and Thurston Houston through The Corcoran School of Art and 

Design, and independently with Ann Liu. My prior work 

experience was 20 years in management consulting and 

training.   I have an Ed.D. degree from The George Washington 

University.  

David Euler 

Born in Germany, grew up in Israel, currently living in the 

US. Since I remember myself I used drawing, painting, 

and photography to understand the human world.  

I use many different mediums, including oil, acrylic, 

charcoal and pencils, pigments in various binders, metal, 

stone, drywall, and photography. I believe that working 

in a single medium is restrictive to my artistic process. 

Each idea manifests in its own individual style.  

My first mentor was Gershon Knispel in Haifa. He 

introduced me to the power of large formatted oil 

painting. Then, in Düsseldorf I met Michael Irmer who 

became a close friend and mentor that inspired me to 

explore the human silhouette. Many artists inspire my 

thought process such as Alberto Giacometti, Mark 

Rothko, Eberhard Schlotter, Hap Grieshaber and many 

more.  
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Anna Katalkina 

Anna Katalkina is a contemporary still life artist, influenced by the seventeenth 

century small Dutch paintings. She uses primarily the indirect approach, which 

involves applying multiple translucent glazes of paint on top of under-layers in 

order to alter values and hues. The light travels through the glazes and 

reflects off the opaque lower layers back to the viewer's eye. This 

technique produces realistic and luminous paintings with a highly 

smooth surface. Anna’s work balances the traditional and the modern, 

the serious and the quirky, and draws from European travel, music, 

literature, and the performing arts.   

Anna's paintings are found in private collections in the U.S., France, 

and the U.K.  She is based in Washington, D.C. 
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www.annakatalkina.com 

Leadership 

Teacher 

Gallery Master 

Artist 



Judith Landry 

Judith Landry’s passion for painting began in kindergarten.  Judith 

has studied art in Northern Virginia and West Virginia for the past 

13 years. She has taken many classes and workshops from local and 

nationally-recognized art teachers and has exhibited and won 

awards in juried exhibitions in Northern Virginia and Beckley, West 

Virginia. 

Ms. Landry’s style can be characterized as impressionistic realism. 

Influenced by John Singer Sargent, she strives to produce the sense 

of immediacy and emotional depth reflected in his great works. 

Judith’s plein air landscapes capture the feeling and tone of the 

scene. Her loose, flowing style draws the viewer into the moment. 

Her still life paintings, often rendered alla prima, contain a vibrancy 

that makes them come alive. Judith’s works also include figures, 

street scenes and interiors. 

Ms. Landry is a member of the Arlington Artists’ Alliance in 

Arlington, VA and a Board Member of the McLean Art Society in 

McLean, VA.  
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Gerda Lane 

Our fellow member and fine artist Gerda Lane began 

pursuing her interest in art in 2014 after raising a family 

and retiring from a career in the US Department of State. 

She paints in oil, watercolor, and pastel. She has a degree 

in fine arts and continues to take classes and workshops 

in northern Virginia to further develop her skills. Gerda 

primarily paints landscapes and still life scenes, and also 

enjoys creating whimsical nursery scenes. Her style can 

be described as impressionistic, choosing colors from a 

soft French-inspired palette. She is a member of the 

Arlington Artists Alliance, Program Chair of the McLean 

Art Society, and the Falls Church Art Society, and enjoys 

belonging to these communities of fellow artists.  



Yvonne Leung 

Yvonne Leung works primarily in Oil and Acrylic. Her favorite 

subjects are landscapes, florals, and seascapes. She especially likes 

to paint landscapes from travel trips to capture the moment and 

interesting objects with bright colors to brighten any space. 

She paints every week and also participates in local art classes 

and workshops. With over 200 completed art works, some of 

them are currently being displayed in Arlington County 

Treasurer’s office, Capital Rehab and various locations 

through Arlington Artist Alliance. 

Lori Lisiecki 

Lori  is a native New Englander who retired as 

Executive Director of a Capitol Hill nonprofit. 

She is a student of Jane Coonce and travelled 

with her to Italy and France for plain air 

painting. She is a board member of MAS and 

her work includes both oils and watercolors. 

Her subjects often reflect places encountered 

in her travels.  and a Board Member of the McLean 

Art Society in McLean, VA.  
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Ginnie Luster 

Ginnie Luster paints primarily in watercolors and acrylics. She 

has been fortunate to paint at some extremely picturesque sites 

overseas – in England, France, and Italy – and has studied with 

well-known artists in the U.S. and abroad. 

Ginnie often enjoys painting local scenes, and draws particular 

inspiration from the Potomac River and the C & O Canal. Other 

subjects are landscape, florals, and architecture. 

Her work has been chosen for many juried shows, and she 

exhibits at a number of local venues. Ginnie Luster is a member 

of PVW (the Potomac Valley Watercolorists), the McLean Art 

Society, the Arlington Artists Alliance, and the Oxford (Pa.) Art 

Olga Castañeda Martin 

Since early childhood, spent in her native Guatemala, Olga has been interested in 

all forms of art.  She is moved by romantic and realistic art, especially drawing 

and painting. As a young adult she had the opportunity of living in Germany for a 

few years, and immersed herself in the most beautiful museum collections there 

and in its neighboring countries. However, it was not until she 

retired from the International Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C., 

that she took the chance to create art. She has taken numerous 

classes and workshops locally, e.g., Art League, Northern Virginia 

Community College, Corcoran College of Art, etc., from which 

she received Honorable Mentions and a First Prize in Painting. She 

is also a member of the Miniature Painters, Sculptors and Gravers Society of 

Washington, D.C. (MPSGS) and fully enjoys the art of miniature. She exhibits her 

small work at the Mansion at Strathmore in Bethesda, MD, and also 

larger work at the McLean Community Center, and the Art League. Olga is 

attracted to portraiture. Says she enjoys doing work that gazes back at her… She 

likes the process of doing detailed work, and the feeling of “being lost and 

transported into a delicate and beautiful world!  
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Mary-Jeanne Reid Martz 

For Mary-Jeanne, painting and travel are strongly 

linked.   She has been traveling world -wide for over fifty 

years.   Her paintings help her build vivid memories.  

She states: “I put a piece of myself in my paintings.   In 

the process of painting, I both lose and find myself.   My 

personal experiences and emotions are a part of my 

paintings.   As I work on a piece or look at what I believe 

is my final painting, I connect back again to the time and 

place.   I relive it and find peace.   My hope is that others 

will also experience what I see and feel when they view 

my paintings.”  

Mary-Jeanne paints landscapes primarily in oil, but also 

in watercolor and pastel.  Her work is regularly accepted 

in juried shows at the McLean Art Society, Arlington 

Artists Alliance, Art League of Alexandria, , and Falls 

Church Arts.  She also shows at the Arts Club of 

Washington.   Her works are continuously shown at the 

Gallery Underground in Crystal City.   

She serves on the board of the McLean Art Society and 

the Finance Committee of the Arlington Artists Alliance.   

Gertrud Mohr-Friedrich 

Gertrud Mohr-Friedrich is an experimental and spontaneous painter in 

watercolor, acrylic, mixed media. Inspired by nature and with an 

inclination towards abstraction she has a variety of subject matter. She is 

also inspired by her many trips to most continents and climate zones and 

especially likes the subtropical and tropical flora and fauna. Gertrud has no 

formal art education but has studied in workshops and classes with a 

number of nationally known artists in the United States and abroad. Her 

greatest influence remain the paintings of old and modern masters 

observed in the great art museums around the world. Gertrud holds a 

degree in French. She came to the United States from Germany. As a 

member for many years in the Vienna Arts Society and the McLean Art 

Society she has been elected to different positions. She also exhibited in 

group and occasional single shows in the Greater Washington area.  
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Diane Moran 

Canadian born, Diane Charmaine Moran is well known for her vibrant 

picturesque realistic landscapes, seascapes, & jewel toned florals, 

done in oil & acrylic. Her special talent was recognized at age ten, 

when she was encouraged to take weekend classes at the Boston 

Museum of Fine Arts. 

Having circumnavigated the world by ships as a teenager, & having 

lived, (& painted, exhibited & sold) in 8 countries besides the U.S. 

(New Zealand, Costa Rica, France, Brazil, Spain, Barbados, Mexico, & 

Canada) & visited more than 40 others; she has acquired a wealth of 

enriching multicultural experiences & vivid memories of spectacular 

venues. 

Diane has led workshops & is on the board of the McLean Art Society 

& was a past representative to Fairfax Council of the Arts. Her art 

works have been accepted in various juried shows. Her sold works are 

in numerous international public & private collections. She welcomes 

commissioned paintings of favorite scenes. 

 

Pamela Palco 

Pam Palco has been drawing and painting since childhood which was 

spent in her native England.   Following her arrival in the United States 

she studied under James Cupoli, a well -known Washington D.C. artist.  

Pam works in a wide range of media and an endless variety of 

subject material.  Her landscape and still life works project 

warmth and serenity while her animal and nature studies reflect 

her depth of feeling, understanding and true affection.  

Her works are viewed nationally and internationally through her 

participation in exhibitions sponsored by the Llewellyn Alexander 

Gallery in London, the Hilliard Society (HS), the Miniature 

Painters, Sculptors and Gravers Society of Washington D.C. (MPSGS), 

the Miniature Art Society of Florida (MASF), the Cider Painters of 

America (CPA) and the Society of Feline Artists (SOFA).   She currently 

holds the office of Historian with the MPSGS.  

In addition to the United States, collectors of Pam ’s work are found in 

Europe, the Middle East, Central America, Canada, New Zealand and 

Australia.  

McLean Art Society—Members’ Gallery 



Dipali Rabadiya 

Dipali Rabadiya was born and raised in Gujarat, India and now lives 

at McLean, VA with her husband and two sons. Her interest in art 

was developed when she was very young. she has always enjoyed 

painting and drawing ever since she was a child and never stopped 

thinking about it. She took various paintings and Drawing classes 

at very young age. She received her degree in Masters of Business 

Administration and graduated in 2002 from India. She moved to 

America in December of 2002, and worked for few years in 

logistics companies in USA. Her interest of being an artist has 

never stop so, she began to pursue her Degree in BFA at Seton Hill 

University in Greensburg, PA. She took workshop with Qiang 

Huang, Jennifer McChristian, Kevin Macpherson and various other 

artists. she has won Genesis award at Newport News, VA. 

She is self representing Daily painter. She paints from observation 

and her painting style is Alla prima. she enjoys small still life and 

landscape paintings in her studio at home. She believes that 

painting small and often improves the artistic skill and encourages 

an individual to be more creative their field. 
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Michael Potashnik 

Canadian born, Diane Charmaine Moran is well known for her vibrant 

picturesque realistic landscapes, seascapes, & jewel toned florals, 

done in oil & acrylic. Her special talent was recognized at age ten, 

when she was encouraged to take weekend classes at the Boston 

Museum of Fine Arts. 

Having circumnavigated the world by ships as a teenager, & having 

lived, (& painted, exhibited & sold) in 8 countries besides the U.S. 

(New Zealand, Costa Rica, France, Brazil, Spain, Barbados, Mexico, & 

Canada) & visited more than 40 others; she has acquired a wealth of 

enriching multicultural experiences & vivid memories of spectacular 

venues. 

Diane minored in art while majoring in French & Spanish. After 

attending college in New Zealand, she earned a B.A. from Rollins 

College, Florida & a M.A. in Teaching from Duke University. She was 
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Ginger Sanaie 

 Ginger Sanaie is a contemporary, award-winning artist who 

works in watermedia.  Her subject matter is typically 

landscapes, people or animals treated realistically but not 

photographically. 

Ginger maintains a home studio in McLean, Virginia, and 

displays her work at Gallery Underground and the Village 

Green Gallery in Vienna, Virginia.  She is a member of the 

American Watercolor Society, the McLean Art Society, the 

Vienna Arts Society, and the Virginia Watercolor Society.   

Recent awards include an Honorable Mention in the 2022 

St. Andrews show for "Girl at Fourteen," Second Place at 

the 2022 Vienna Art Treasures II exhibit for "Mountain 

Landscape," and an Honorable Mention at the Potomac 

Valley Watercolorists Fall 2020 on-line show for "Mimosa 

Branch.  

Rebecca Salzinger 

I enjoy creating beautiful works of art using watercolor, oil, 

acrylic, and pastels.  As an adult I took classes in art at 

American University during the summers off from teaching 

math in Fairfax County. 

Once retired, I enrolled in the many local art classes available 

in the Northern Virginia area thru Arlington Adult Ed, The Art 

League, NVCC, and other art programs. 

Encouraged by my aunt, a watercolor artist in Richmond, Va., I 

joined the Arlington Artist Alliance so I could explore more 

community activities that were available. I am also member of 

the McLean Art Society, and the Potomac Valley Watercolorists. 

I enjoy the challenge of painting landscapes, flowers, and 

abstracts. I have been juried into many art shows in the local 

area and my works hang in many locations in Northern Virginia. 

I continue to enjoy the challenging field of art. 



Shams Sherwani 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Elamite, American Born in 1953.  Shams has been a gifted artist since 

he was 5 years old.  He attended the Academy of Fine Art at Baghdad 

University in 1973.  He graduate with a Bachelor of Fine Arts, B.F.A. degree 

which is considered to be the most prestigious bachelor’s degree that one 

can received in the visual arts.  Shams was then awarded a full scholarship 

to study arts and attended Pratt Institute in New York City in 1979.  He 

graduated in 1982 with a M.F.A in printmaking.   

His works are detailed, colorful, and large.  The America painting shown 

here is 62” x 96”.  Faces is 48” x 60”.  Shams is a new member to the 

Society and we look forward to exploring and learning from his art. 
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Cathy Schwartz 

I love color and light and love to try and capture both 

in realistic oil paintings i have been studying privately 

for for over 25 years, most recently at the Torpedo 

Factory in Alexandria, Virginia and in 

workshops in Europe and America, including 

extensively under Diane Tesler, Danni Dawson and 

Robert Johnson. 

My Works are held in many private collections 

throughout the United States including the 

collections of First Guaranty Bank and Mrs. Kenneth 

Starr. 

 

 

 



Asmita Upadhyay 

Asmita Nagar Upadhyay is from Indore (Madhya Pradesh), India and has 

been residing in the USA for the last 13 years. 

Her passion for art work dates back to her childhood where she used to gift 

handmade cards to her school and college friends/ teachers/ relatives on 

their birthdays and on various occasions. She enjoys painting in acrylics and 

sketching as well, and has tried working with all media. Her favorite subjects 

include Peacock, Peacock feather, Rose, Nature and anything that stirs her 

soul. She is a professional Henna Artist as well. Indian Wedding tradition calls 

for a Mehndi ceremony to be held the night before the wedding as a way of 

wishing the bride good health and prosperity as she makes her journey on to 

marriage. She has been a part of International Nights at various schools in 

the county, putting Henna tattoos on attendees. 

She feels that her passion for Arts is the best gift God almighty has blessed 

her with and she thoroughly enjoys creating her art works. She feels creating 

art is like meditation for her. She is passionate, optimistic and loves Life and 

Nature lover. 

She truly believes that the purpose of Art is washing the dust of daily life off 

our souls - Pablo Picasso. 

McLean Art Society—Members’ Gallery 

Alex Tolstoy 

Alex is a watercolorist who went astray. Her paintings usually have 

a germ of reality but then deteriorate into something blurry and 

abstract where the viewer supplies most of a missing picture. 

Animals pop in and out of a mist of lost edges, buildings simplify 

into lines...you get the point. Perhaps Alex’s previous life as a 

mathematician was an omen of things to come. She just cannot stay 

within the lines now. 

Alex has won awards, had articles published about her work, given 

demonstrations, and has been in over 150 exhibitions with nearly a 

dozen solo or semi-solo shows since 2013. She is a also member of 

numerous societies (both local and national). Things are interesting 

— rather like the old Chinese curse. But creation is great fun. And 

why not? Cheaper than a psychiatrist. 



Carol Waite 

Carol Waite majored in Fine Arts at the George Washington University and 

studied painting and drawing at the Corcoran Gallery. Where she worked 

mostly with oils and pastels, as well as ink and pencil, and enjoyed painting 

figures and portraits.  Growing up in Japan, she appreciated their respect of 

nature and the beauty of artful arrangement.  After working in oils for many 

years, she discovered joy in working with Sumi ink on rice paper, developing 

strong brush strokes to depict the forces of nature. She studied Sumi-e, 

Oriental Brush Painting, at the Torpedo Factory in Old Town Alexandria, 

Virginia, winning plaudits at an Art League show there. 

Her Sumi-e paintings have been shown in a one-person show at the Ramp 

Gallery in McLean, Virginia and are on display at several restaurants in 

Arlington and Fredericksburg.  Her paintings have been accepted by the 

National Sumi-e Society at juried shows in New York, Florida, Virginia, 

Minnesota, Maryland, Alabama, and Washington, DC.  She has also shown in 

Richmond, VA, and several shows in Solomons, Maryland, at Annemaries 

Garden, associated with the Smithsonian Institution.  Numerous paintings 

are in private collections.  She is a member of the Brush Strokes Gallery in 

Fredericksburg  (www.brushstrokesfredericksburg.com) and the Arlington 

Artists Alliance  with galleries in Crystal City Underground and Gallery 

Clarendon where her paintings displayed. 
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Instagram page: 

https://www.instagram.com/mcleanartsociety/  

You should be able to view it from any browser, 

but to see our page fully, you may need to have an 

Instagram account.  If so, just go to 

www.instagram.com to sign up.   

Here is a link to a YouTube video that is very 

helpful in getting started: 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=no55N1sHjT8  

 

Facebook page: 

The page is called McLean Art Society.   

Click HERE to view the page.   

To sign up with a new account, go to facebook.com 

and click on Create New Account.  Enter your 

name, email or mobile phone number, password, 

date of birth and gender.  Then click on Sign Up.  

To finish creating your account, you need to 

confirm your email or mobile phone number.   

  

The Mclean Art Society Palette 

The Palette newsletter is a monthly production of 

the McLean Art Society and while intended for the 

active members and sponsors of the Society, 

distribution is unrestricted and unrecorded.  All 

stories and artwork are printed with permission of 

the artist.  All content is ©Copyright protected by 

the McLean Art Society and individual works are 

©Copyright protected by the artist.  No reproduction 

of any artwork is permitted without the express 

permission of both the McLean Art Society and the 

artist that created the work.  Your cooperation is 

appreciated.   

Our Board 
MAS Executive Board 

2022-2023 

President – Anna Katalkina 

Vice President – Sandra Hill 

Secretary – Carol Waite 

Treasurer – Judy Landry 

 

Chairs 

Directory – Hanna Emrich and Lori Lisiecki 

Email distribution – Lori Lisiecki 

Facebook – Anna Katalkina 

Hospitality – Hanna Emrich 

Instagram – Anna Katalkina 

Membership – Lori Lisiecki 

Name Tags – Diane Moran 

Newsletter – Larry Danforth 

Parliamentarian – Mary Jeanne Martz 

Patron’s List – Yvonne Leung  

Program Coordinator – Dipali Rabadiya  

Publicity – Volunteer Needed!!!! 

State Agent – Ginger Sanaie 

 

Venues 

Oak Marr – Margaret Raymond 

Spring Hill – Carol Higgs and Carol Milton 

Westover Library – Bill and Betty Dunn 

Dolley Madison Library – Olga Martin 

MPA/TD Bank – Hanna Emrich and Vicky Wilken 

Volunteer Coordinator – Jane Coonce 

Webmaster – Larry Danforth 

At  Large Members – Ginnie Luster and Vicky Wilken 

https://www.instagram.com/mcleanartsociety/
http://www.instagram.com
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=no55N1sHjT8
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=mclean%20art%20society
https://www.mcleanartsociety.org/newsletter/

